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Hew York, Sunday. February 9, 1343.

THE SITUATION.
W tit the exception of a few reconnoitering excursionsin the vicinity of Fuirf»x Court House,

bo movements have taken place in the Army of the
Votomac.

AiJairs are progressing admirably in Tennesyeo
Bud Keatacky. Our victories in these States are
likely to he followed up with the same activity on
the part of oar generals which achieved the successesat Port Henry and Mill Spring,
t We learn from Cincinnati that General Wilson'a
fiiviaioii left New Haven, Ky., on Thursday, and

vsnced to Green river, above Munfordsville.
»Tl.c u sance of General Thomas, after dispersing
|iu r»t>e!s at Mill Spring, had got as far south as
IKootteello, but owing to the condition of the roads
C'miuI proceed no farther for the present.
1 The capture of the bridge on the Ohio and
Memphis Railroad by our troops, after the surrenderof Fort Henry, is in the main corroborated by
|t despatch received at headquarters from General
Ifslteck yesterday, stating that our troops hailImmediately proceeded up the river iu the directionof the bridge, sixteen miles distant from
|P .rt H*nry, and demolished all the batterie« of
the r !-»'» in the'r route. Recent intelligence from
th.iv i

*' >tes that the rebel infantry at Fort
M-nry , mndoned in their Sight thonsands of
ph.t* g i * and all their camp equipage and clothing.
In pursuing the flying rebels Major McCul|ough,of the cavalry, captured six guns, and Col.
«foho \. T.ogan got possession of eight guns and
|birty-three prisoners. Gen. Grant, who is adducingon Fort Ponelson, had arrived at Hover
L> its remediate vicinity, yesterday.»

B* the arrival of the steamer Eastern State at
Fortress Monroe on Fridav from Hattcraa

|t*v^ later intelligence of the Bornside expedi
ftic>a The fleet left their anchorage at the
Inlet oa Wednesday morning.the gnnboatyUr'.lugat sunrise und the ships and troopfollowingaoon after. Their destination w.i*

believed to be Roanoke Island. The fleet
la 9sid to consist of eighty-four vessels. We gito
to-day some highly interesting accounts of th|t#t>ol affairs on board the fleet from onr special
Correspondent.
^ A portion of General Butler's expedition, con

i-tiag of the ships Ocean Pearl. Idaho and North
America, with troops and stores on bonrd, sailed
ft ti Boston yesterday for Ship Island.

O.ir news from the Southern journals is iutere-ti.ijt
to-day. We have received the Norfolk Dn:
sad the Richmond Ernminer of the oth in-t.

frith other Southern papers. The Richmond E.
hasan editorial growl at the hesitancy o

fcui- .pt-au Powers in not recognising the rebel confederacy.It says;."It mu-t be confessed that
foreign governments have shown a tame spirit
In their treatment of the American war. Theyhav.
A'lowed themselves to be defied by the Vankc*
Bo/erament with an insolence and arrogance which
Could hardly have been expected in such haughty
^t*w?ra." The writer then goei on to apeak of thr

Illegal federal blockade of the Southern port*
fi""* preventing the Booth from obtaining auppli'-.

while the North i* permitted to dta*

j^jpumtitle. from Europe. He eay«:

f fJire o* the aame anpply of theae munition* with

put enemy and we will engage in three month* to

fchtnge the whole aepert of the war; inatead ol

ftaudug on the defen«ire we ahould carry the war

|pto Africa.''
. The name paper ha« a long article on the pro.
moved direct tax of our government. It think* in

Ihi* meavure the North ia about to be pat to the

le*t. It aaya:."It in a tax which the. enemy an

Hut pay Tb# people would not if they could

fbe collection of it ia a double impoaaibility"
The abject of enrolling free negroea into the

£r,tary aervice of Virginia came np in the Hou»<
k. i. * i* tkit AUU> on the 4th invt. V.i

Cw»i propoeltiooe were made m to the term <»

ffei rice to be exacted Mid the meaner in which th«

fci. »: .n. nt should be performed. la the coane

||ie delete on tbie eabject Mr. Rivee wnid. "If it

i*ere in hie power, h# wonld conrert them ell (fr^e
fce*T'*«> int« elere* to-morrow.''

1 ere appear* t« l>« * -I rleion of opinion among
|b- rebeb in regard to the r..p0neibilitj of their

pe «t et Mill Hpring. general Crittenden, the

toiler in that affair, ii ecverely criticised In

lonie of the rebel papeii Th# VanbTille l'n

|\uA "eayahe wM not only drunk

Int hat been bongfal by federal gold a , or..

fioul ot of the MemphU Avalanche n

|'In feel flfff ecarrelf 6M4 n? ,ng M.

*
crowds upon the streeta.for Nashville h»« *

g>oll/ »t>ndance on her street* at present.vritli
outhea ng '.lie commanding officer charac torisod
a3 a Mr \1.' notorious sot,' 'sold our brare

soldier* for >4 »,000.' "dea'h is too go<»l for
and more of a worse tenor."

At thi last accounts lie was. with h a demoralized
rebel soldiers, at«iaiasaboro', Tenu., oie hundred
miles fr^an .he Lsto bsttle field of Mill Spring, aud

twenty mile* south of the Tennessee boi ler.

Ma or General Gideon J. Pillow has again as

earned Ins war finings," l>> withdrawing his

resignat on
. mr.,. r*near

lue «rv orvt'uug *»«*««

Norfolk. The/ advertise in the Norfolk D iy Boo\

for one hnndred laborers to work thereon. Thejr
are not particular whether the applicant® are

' freemen or staves."
3U9CXLLAVX0TO HEWS

The steamship Niagara, which left Liverpool on

the 25th. and Queenatown on the 26th of January,
is now fully due at Halifax on her voyage to Boston.The Niagara will bring European news two

days later than that received by th? Nova fkotian.
The steamers after the Niagara, to be looked for
at New Vork, are the Teutonia, from Southampton
ou the 2i)th, and the Etna, from Qneeuaton on

the 30th ultimo.
The Senate of our State Legislature was not in
ssion yesterday. The Assembly, however, held

a short sessiou, during which favorable reports
were made on the bills authorizing the lease of
portions of the Battery for Staten Island ferry slips;
incorporating the New York Universalis Conventionand the Blind Mechanics' Association, and tor

the extension of streets of this city to the balkheadlines in the East and North rivers. The Committeeof Ways and Means reported the Annual Appropriationbill; also the bill to publish the official
canvass in the State paper only. Notice was given
of a bill for licensing ballast lighters in this port.
The bill to close Manhattan square was sent back
to the committee, for further consideration. A
somewhat lively discussion was indulged in over a

resolution to grant the use of the Assembly chamberfor a politico-religious discourse by a reverend
gentleman. The resolution was defeated, and the
House adjourned to Monday evening.
We learn bv the sloonof-war Savannah that the

revenue cutter Henrietta, Lieutenant Commanding
Bennett, tieoce. arrived at Port Royal on the
27th ult.
Captain Betsworth, of the schooner Add!#

E. Barne.s, which arrived yesterday from St.
Johns, Porto Rico, saya that on the 2d instant,
when in latitude 32 34. longitude 72 45, he heard
heavy ftriag to the westward. At the time there
were a ship, a bark and a schooner iu sight. Supposingone of them might be a privateer, Captain
Betsworth hauled up on his course to get clear of
them, when the schooner stood, for him until he
ran her out of sight.
Among our telegraphic intelligence Irom Washingtonwill be found the substance of an interestingletter, written by the Secretary of the Treasuryto the Committee on Ways and Means, vindicatingthe course of the Treasury Department

relative to the Printing and engraving of baak
notes. N

Some of the Canada papers say that the Americans.in carrying on the present war. mnst not tall
back upon English precedents as a justification for
their acts, because of the long time that has intervened.The blocking up of the harbor of Savannah,by the sinking of British vessels, which remainthere to this day. was right in 1779; but for
the American* to do the same thing with their
own vessels, in 1S61, is barbarously wrong. In
other words, they intimate that we must not do as

England has done, but we must do a« England dictates.
Thirty seven of the Illinois regime ut* ave commandedby democrats, and twenty-six by republicans.
We have received later advices from Utah; bnt

the crowded state of our columns precludes our

publishing our special correspondence to-day.
Meetings are still being held for the purpose oi
obtaining State rights in the place of those appertainingto the position of a Territory, and Brighain
Voung is busily engaged in furthering that object.
The boys of Hartford have a "high old time" at

coasting, either on sleds or skates, on their park,
the solid crust on the snow sustaining them on its
9aij*ic. iu'*/ wn irviu iu« uruw ui intr nm»

near the college. and their terrainna is near the
jail.a rather unpleasant place to bring np at, but
a long slide. Large number* of spectators daily
witness this invigorating sport of*the lads. The
coasting grc#und of New York city is at the Central
Park, but does not terminate, like ihat of Hartford,
at the jail. It is well patronised by the boys.
Judge Mt-Cunn yesterday deniad the motion of

Mr. Blankmun for a stay of proceedings in the case

of I»r. Charles Cobel, indicted for producing an

abortion but only convicted of a misdemeanor. At
the request ot counsel, sentence was postponed for
a i-w days. Patrick Kane, reaident ot the sixth
ward. pleaded guilty to an assault and battery
upon officer Rierdau on election day. The City
Judge call-'.I for a certificate of character, whereuponex- Mderman Barry pronounced it good. He
whs fined ten dollar*, and. not having ao much
change'' about him. the ex-Alderman Kindly steppedforward, and fearlessly met the demands of

the law. Thomas White, a genteel looking young
num. who was indh ted for the murder of 'i'hoiUH»
J. Coglan, a waiter at. the St. Nicholas Hotel, and
mIio pleaded guilty last month to manslaughter in
the third degree was brought np for senten* e. ft
will be remembered that Coglan wa« * volunteer
in the Sixty-ninth regiment, and that while White
was intoxicated he gave him a tatal stab with a

knite. The f'ity Judge addressed few appropriateobservations to the prisoner, remarking that he
had deprived the community of a good citizen and
bad committed a great crime. It *m not. however.he thought, so mock the result of depravity
as of excitemeut produced by liquor. The highest
penalty the law allowed was given, which is injui.
onment in the Stat# prison for four veer*.

Accounts from the peach growing district" of
.New Jersey represent the prospect lor » good crop
next season as unusually flatteriug.
Captain Hyde, of the United States revenue cutterTiger, to whom the press of this city are Indebtedfor many favors, has been ordered to Boston tot

duty.
The repot t of the New Jersey Pilot Commission

era shows that during the month of January the
New Jersey pilots brought sixty eight vessels into
the port of New York, aod took sixty-three out.

Fifty-four vessels were hoarded out ol sight of land
The u«( of osion vss enlav embraced SAO too baits,

clseiiig wilb flroiDSS* for iniddlng ipia'cii, at :;0c.
;i«c lb Nearly all «b» purchase' wars wad* by »p o

nera TUa boldt's o! braa1«tafTa ganerslly demanded
pruee auo*a tha »iaw« ol pui chasers for export sn<l
bin. a iranaactioa* wara modarata, tod .n morn «<»» . ;
m«rk*l wa« martin iad n ».ma Initancaa utbar

f.aiai o»wi y>j ')» r.(ujrii *taam»r, o^ir
dna it Hiltfai, wia il*n twa.tid with anitaty '
omtnnn gradat ot Mtata atid Wamra (lour wn-a j

ra1 liar M»« wti*a |mm! to rhoi.-a h-anda
Wan flftn in. IB <OCHt ri;V)««l «ui» vrfe. flrm
»|,a illly far f'-"1 I'll. ««, wUili ofar.oi

<ii.t#«*«'» »»*« .« ml irrigilii s»|,.*of ,ti t«.. ,,
oo« »»t« n»oiar»ta. f jrti »»«mitr f* :

«<i puribaaari » fan at *;> atwtr to,

W'a.tmo urxad.in atori an-l itat varad. md :< » *620
r JerWT anrt 9u'«lb«ra tie* yelww Pork- --mr.at

wi< laai aoti '*. Th§ atlas naw .1 miii-;*;.,
i| ll'i 12>- 112 26 for 0l<1 v»lth a ' r.i % .iw

-1 1 <>,0 if all Aprl M tit.1' «» n .

I 60 Wi.nk -f Aiaflrm 1-< * .r t %

J»H' *21 j Vi4 a m'ih I lot 111 goad *,

» U 'Jiv«

JEW YOKE HERALD, SU
The Vote oa ttie Trtawry loin mil.
.1«e*MUaUM and AbalKUaUiu lamaiktd.
The splendid maj jrity of thirty-four votes, by

which the Treasury Note bill passed the House
on Thursday last, is most gratifying to the conservativeseutimwit of the country. We have not
doubted that the bill would pafe; but so large a

majority in a very full House was unexpected
There can now be no question that the passage
of this drat measure of the tiuaucial programme
of the government will be followed by equally
decisive votes in favor of the Tax bill, the Rank
Currency bill, the Loan bill, the Banking bill
and other financial measures prepared or proposedby the government We. hope that all of
them, aud particularly the Tax bill, will be
brought up for action immediately

In the vote upon the Treasury Note bill we

discern a new division of parties. It has been

explicitly stated, and wa3 well understood by
the members of Congress, that a vote against
thia financial measure was a vote against the
government itself. It was clearly apparent to
the dullest comprehension that the war could
not go on without money. Congress had been
informed by Secretary Chase himself that the

Treasury was oompietely empty. There waa

no other practicable way.there j>ther
way proposed.Sy which money could be so

readily, so speedily and so safely raised as by
this bill. It was expressly understood that
after this bill relieved the pressing and immediatenecessities of the government the Tax
bill should follow to provide ample security
for the payment and means for the redemption
of these Treasury notes. From these facts no
deduction is more simple and logical than that
a vote against this bill waa a vote to oripple the
government, to destroy our army and navy, to
ruin the country and to aid the rebels. The
Treasury was empty, and without money the
wheels of government must stop; the Treasurywas empty, and without money the war
lacked its very sinews, and our armies were
transformed into collections of thousands of
dissatisfied, needy and mutinous government
creditors; the Treasury was empty, and withoutnjoney all our government manufactories
must cease work, and thousands of laborers be
left idle; the Treasury was empty, and without
money the government was powerless, and must
lie, bound hand and foot, and strangled into
syncope by its pretended friends, at the mercy
of Jelf. Davis and his rebel horde; the Treasury
was empty, and the passage of this bill was the
only feasible way to replenish it and avert
these disasters. The country knew all this,
and there is not the slightest doubt that Congressappreciated it. On the affirmative side
of this vote, therefore, we fiud the representativesof the conservative, loyal sentiment of the
country. But whom, then, do we find upon the
negative side ?
We find voting against the bill a

most singular and dangerous coalition
of avowed secessionists and avowed
abolitionists. Sprinkled among them are one
or two men. like Erastns Corning, of
New York, whom we areas surprised and sorry
to see in such company as we are surprised and
glad to see Tbad. Stevens, of Pennsylvania,
staadmg honestly by bis country, and voting
with the conservative# lor the bill. Mr. Corningis only the representative of the defunct
Albany Regency, and his business firm fur
nished the hardware bread and cheese which
confiding Cummings sold lo the government for
army stores. He was a member, also, of the
Peace Convention, and perhaps the scent of
that ancient body clings to him still. But,
pussiog Corning by as doubtful, we find secessionismand abolitionism cheek by jowl in thia
negative vote on the bill. May, of Maryland.
a secessionist by his antecedent*, his declarationsand his policy.votes " nay." with Owen
Lovejoy, of Illinois, an abolitionist of the
blackest dye. Of course Vallamligham votes
negatively, for his vote is as sure to go against
the government and in favor of the rebels
as the sun is to rise. With Vallandighanivotes Richardsou, of Illinois. Morrill,
of Vermont, goes with Thomas, of Maryland; Potter, of Wisconsin, strikes hands
with Mallory. of Kentucky; and so on.

through the whole list, open secessionists
and violeut abolitionists run in couples
and work in teams against the governmentand the country, and in favor of the
Southern confederacy. But. from whom else
could we expect such treasonable voles than
from such advocate# of trea«on in i*s two

deadliest forms? This. then, is the result of
those secret abolition and secret accession
caucuses of which we have before informed
our reader*. This. then, is the unmasking of
that battery again*' the Tnion which has treen
so long preparing

It i* well we know our friends now and our

foes. It i» sell that we tan estimate precisely
the strength and the weakness of the treasons"
Me opposition in Congress. Under other circumstancesit would hardly be a tit subject for
congratulation that the miMervatires are the
must powerful, and that the vote upon this bill
shows that the government can carry all its
financial measures: for Heaven knows thai, in a
crisis like this, there should t»e no opposition
at all. hut that all should work harmoniously
together for the salvation of the Union. But
we wade in deep water* during these perilous
times, and even so mournful a triumph is a

thousand times better than a defeat. The laige
majority lor the bill, therefore, will encourage
the »dmmi«H'alion. the army, tbe navy and the

country, aud in two months time we shall
u-*'" A»..»aK»niv rrtit. noun tlita r salto] 1 inn

that no European interference or scheme* of
Northern rebels tan sate it from annihilation.Till then let us rejoice thai the
diabolical minority of Congress, like the fanaticalelements they represent are so week, though
so desperate: ami let the people maik with
their deepest contempt ami loathing. at botnc
or abroad, in private or political life. I ha embryoCongressional traitors who voted in favor
of Jeff. Davi«. anarchy and disunion and

against 'lie Treasury Note bill

A i'Moenar > Ilis Own Cot xmr.- We s»e

by the Toronto fsod'r that there is joine idea
of giving Ball Run Russell a public dinner ia
that city. W« are glad of it. ft will falsify
the ungrateful proverb that "no man is a pro.
phut in hi< own couutry." We learn further that
the London Times man is not going back to Fng
laud His chapter of predictions on the war is
incomplete, and he returns to Washington to
resotne them This will be gratifying n.'«4 (n

he comic papers Ois vaticination* have

hear «fe only alo-.k in trade they |

had to I've upon since Gr-eley took to
campaigning tithe 11.if .! Villain ,» tn i il

oilng

NDAY, KKBRUARY 9, 1B9:
The Rebel Stronghold of Oelaabae, oa

the NUilolppI Hivrr.
We present our renders to-day, from several

intelligent sources, a very important map of the
riUl stronghold at Columbus, Kentucky, togetherwith an interesting statement concerning
that locality aDd the robe' army there from Mr.
Leonard DenU. late a drill sergeant in that
camp by compulsion, but now in this city, alter
a 1 iciry escape from a robot guardhouse and a

military execution.
From our map, and from the testimony of

Mr. Denta, it will be seen that the rebels have
been working like beavers since their first occupationof Columbus last summer to make it a

regular tfebaatopol On the commanding bluff-,
which form the left bank of the river above and
below the town for five or six miles they
have erected a succession of hoavy batteriesto sweep tho river aud the opposite
flat shore ; they have stretched across tho
stream several strong and massive ohains,
BU£'purii:ig uuiueroua OUUUIAI UIO W»iiwi IW vi

torpedoes to Mow up our gunboats; and they
have below these chains several gunboats and
the famous turtle or gleam ratu of the redoubtableCaptain Holliua. So much for the
river and the river front. Behind tl^ahorg
defeuffi jg the rgfcel oatrip of forty, fifty or

sixty thousand urea, supported on its right by
the wing of a rivor battery, and by a line of
rifle pits, on elevated ground, of nearly two
miles long. In his rear General Polk hftS providedagainst a surprise by the construction of
several powerful earthworks, and on bis left
flank be has throe or four redoubts and batteriesof a still more formidable character, and
a lioe of rifle pits to protect the railroad which
here comes in from Bowling Green. Altogether.it la probable that, in this extensive and
elaborate system of defences, Columbus is surroundedby over one hundred pieces of artillery,mostly of heavy calibre, many rifled, and
with three one hundred and twenty pounders
ia the most commanding position.
The nature of the ground covered by these

works is another element of strength. They
occur)v a sort of terrace, elevated from twelve
to seventy-five feet above the surrounding flat
and swasnpy country. We may thus form an

approximate idea of the natural and artificial
strength of Columbus, and of the importance
which the rebet3 attadh to its continued occupationby their troops to the end of the war, if
possible. We think, however, that, with all
these vast and formidable and defensive preparations,they have only been shutting themselvesup in a trap. Their army of forty or

fifty thousand men, or more, is fed from day to
day by the supplies which it receives from belowby way of the river, and from the interior
of Tennessee and Kentucky by the Bowling
Green Railroad. That road having been seized
by our troops at the crossing of the Tennessee
river, the rebel camp atColumbus is even now

reduced to the river channel for the means of
subsistence.
We are satisfied, too, from the manner in

which our gunboats stood up to their work in
short range of the guns of Fort Henry, that
those boats oan snap the chains of the Missis-
sippi, and run the gauutlet ot the battens at

Columbus, and take a position below which
will effectually blockade the river. This done,
three or four days will bring Columbus to a

capitulation; for we do not suppose that, pushedto the uttermost, the rebel army there can

longer subsist upon its provisions on hayid.
The place Is doomed, and with its fall the
whole line of tha Mississippi river will be
opened to our gunboats; for upon this plea
the journals of New Orleans are urging reinforcement*to Columbus and additional batteriesfor its defence, forgetting that it can be
cut off below and in the river from its supplies,
and can thus be quickly starved into submission.
Thk Corporation a.vo rtae Nkw.-<papkrs..Cn

reply to a resolution of inquiry, the Comptrollerinformed the Cominoa Council, on Thursdayevening, that during the year 1861 the
city had expended the sum of $70,350 for Cor.
poration advertising, and gave the following as

the principal item* ot this nice little expenditure:.
Daily News $12,463
Express. 11,619
Commercial Advertiser 7,122
Evening Post. .1.484
Transcript. 9.972

Total Wti,l>60
Where Ih»* remainder of the caventy thousanddollars has gone it i* impossible to hay;

but *? can form some iditi of how it Ih wasted

by an analysis of the items with which we are

favored. I'lie Daily Snm was a paper of little
circulation and avowed secession aentioients, and
died long before the close of the Tear 1H01; yet
we find it drawing some thousands of the public
money. The fi>;/re*.* named above it the morainglixprtt*. which never bad any circulation
to speak of. and has long since deceased. The
Couthi*rcial AdvtvC>tt«r and §t*nh>tj Font are

journals of very small circulation, and are

seldom read except by their own contri.
butors. Of the Traiuirript we never heard
until this report id" the Comptroller, and upon
diligent inquiry we find it to be a paper which
is given away, awl it has. therefore, really and

legally no circulation whatever

Yet upon snc'fl papers as these, which altogether.at their best times, did not circulate
m«re than ten thousand copies, nearly fifty
rboti«and dollars were thrown away, aid

twenty thousand more are devoted to thesuMe|
nance of a parcel of weeklies, of doubtful mo.

alii v and of hardly any circulation. Now. for
less tliMi half the money, the IIkkh.h would
have given the Corporation adrartisemenw the
wide publicity of it* daily issue ot one hundred
thousand cepies. and thus tared to tbe city an

immense amount of money and trouble* and.

giren tbe advertisements a real instead >f a pre.
tended publication. Rut tbe fact is that
the Common Councilmeu do not wiab tbe public
to see what they are about, and we could not

do them a worse service tbtn to publish.as we
shall some day.s batch of their advertiaesMtite
in the Hcrai.p. wlu-re they will be known and
reed of all men. Therefore U«e Corpomtion
printiug ia concealed In these petty paper*, the

city is swindled. »ud a tew hungers on at tbe

City Hall pockei seventy 1beu«aod dollar* of
the public funds

Rut because Common Con noil men "lore
darkness rather than light, because their deeds
are eril," is that aoy reason why the public
should endure this unscrupulous fraud? We
think uotj and it we arc not very greukly misitaken dovelopementa soon to be made will
justify '» fn our opinion, and rid th" city for
over of this nnitms of immense outlays for
i»cg i'j (/rutting

2.
Vmm Wyek't Pamooi Speech Oo%crnmtatVraudi.
The anticipated speech of Representative Van

Wfyok, Chairman of tbe Congressional Select
Committee on Government Contracts, was

delivered in the House on Friday last,
and is published in full in our uews
columns this morning Our readers will
find it a condensed, unanswerable, south*
ing eiposure of some of the recent famous
frauds UDOQ the flrovernmnnt anH udiAtlier l» t

terse statement of undeniable facts, or an eloquentsummary of the results and conclusions
of the investigations of the Select Committee
on Contracts, it will attraot attention and repay
perusal

In this speech Mr. Van Wyck follows up the
astounding developomenU of the commiltee's
report; and in truth there Is no department of
the government which needs closer or more
immediate attention, just at present, than tha1
of army and navy contracts. Every day briugs
its new fraud and its new, unpunished criminal.
Mr. Vau Wyck rehearses instances of oorruptlon,
which, although scarcely a month old, seem
trite and twice told, so greatly are they overshadowedby more resent discoveries of mors
atrocious windlin^ ge tojli very
outset at thia war, while the Seventh regiment
was marching on to Washington, the contract
frauds began by a swindle of $82,000 in the
purchase of two thousand head of cattle io
Pennsylvania. lie narrates, Willi minute details,the career of,Confiding Cuminings, of the
World, and the facte of his purchases of army
ale and porter, army hard bread and cheese,
army straw hats and linen pantaloons, and army
herrings and country butter. He repents the
sad story of the charter of the Cataline, and
shows how Cummtngs managed to purchase her
private cargo with tho government funds. The
Pennsylvania hoise-t, spavined, kuock-kneod,
heavoy, glundered, wind-galled and afflicted
with every disease to which horseflesh is heir,
are next trotted out, and the manner of their
purchase and the style in which the government,in one case alone, was robbed of $i>0,000,
are exposed. The system of contract brokerageis then shown up, and $90,040 of governmentmoney is traced to the pockets of a relativeof Secretary Welles, through agencies
for ship purchases and tea table sales
of condemned whalers. Secretary Welles'
defence of his contracts and contractors
Is then splendidly riddled; and, with a
few trenchant references to Hall's repurchasedcarbines, the Mclvinstry frauds and
army transportation swindles, Mr. Van Wjrck
concludes his export*, having traced t' e ramifl-
canons 01 official corruption from Cabinet
officers to amateur volunteer purchasers of
hips, muakets and arm/ stores.
This record is a most sad and gloomy one;

but, though it reveal* much, it suggests more.
The frauds exposed sink into insignificance
alongside of the frauds hinted at but stiU concealed.What are the Cataline and the whaling
ship swindles when contrasted with that enormouscrime which perilled the lives of thousandsof brave sbld'ent and risked the success
of a costly expedition by supplying vossels
unlit, misrepresented, useless and daugerous ?
Unserviceable horses may be fraudulently sold to
the government; but the country loses only the
money paid for the diseased animals, and our
unmounted cavalry troopers may do service on

foot; but if unseaworthy ships are loaded with
soldiers, the nation loses lives more precious
than gold, and has its best enterprises blasted
and ruined. Confiding Cummings makes silly
bargains for army ale and porter, aud fritters
money needlessly away; hut what is his blame
compared with that of those contractors who
snpply water casks flavored with oil, camphene
and kerosene, subjecting our brave troops to
the perils of thirst, or the pungs of nauseous
and unrefreshing draughts in the midst of it terriblestorm, when drinking water was almost as vitallynecessary as air? Wholesale robbery is bad
enough in itself; but wheu it accomplishes its
criminality through the means of wholesale
murder there is no word in any language strong
enough to stigmatize its infamy as it deserves.
Rebels and traitors who meet our soldiers face
to face in the open field, and slam! the cbancea
of shot and bayonet, or even bushwhacking villains.who from some secret covert assassinatethe delendera of the Union, are brave, respectableand worthy of high estimation when
compared with these patriots who poison the
ii'ntui- nl' nn i> uvnaHtltiktia and unml ffx*

"I""*""""' . "" ...

sen in crazy s)ri|M, useful only an coffin* for die
bmve fellow* embarked upon them.

Therefore, we- aay that the fraud* expo*
ed are trivial ir> comparison to those yet
undisclosed. and we should think that
the swindles upon our government,
front the beginning of the war up to this
date, have amounted to the enormous sum of
fifty million* of dollars. We moat expect to
he l#et,urcd upon thii subject not only by the
rebel journals, but by the press of aristocratic
Europe; and certainly our friends and enemies
could, have no better text for their assaults
upon 'Lincoln's government" and demou&tic
instil jlions. It may- be some consolation to
our readers to know, however, that rebels and
Europeans, who fling stones si us, themselves
live in house* of the very thinnest glass. Alreadythe rebel journals are grumbling at the
vast frauds connseted with their civil and jsilitaryadministrations. Id England. F'-aoce.
Russia Austria and all other European kingdoms,governmental swiudliag is carried to a

much greater excess than it has ever been, or

will ever be, m this country. The only differenceis that in Europe these matters are hushed
ii|> as long as possible, and when exposed are

followed by the condign punishment of the
swindlera. In this country. on the cod.
trary. we reveal all our corritptioa. but
seldom punish its authors. Immediately
after 'the close of die Crimean wai immense
army frauds were discovered in R rssia. and the
nffsnderaars now expiating their trim** amid
lli« eternal snow* of frigid Siberia, (n England
and France, whenever a rathola id thi* sort ia
discovered. au official plant* bunaelf before it
and screens It from public observation until the
clamor about U baa subsided, or the vermin La
killod. Herp every one crie* " Hat! rati"
all hand* join to unearth the gnawer »< the
Treasury, and, having discovered him all allow
him lo escape.

I'poa the whole we prel'ei the honest hoc and
cry of our own country to the reticen-a of Euro]
tear a. But would it not be well for us lo adopt
the European ideas in regard to llie punishment
of government «wlndlcra* There ia not the
si Ightcat question but that if some of the frauda
Mi Van Wyok Pip^e* had occurred in Europe
the g tilty parties would long since lu»ve been

tried,' s.nvj'1 ; | and in ar s ad Why should
t not V; . >er Indeed, if 'h« < mmi »W«at.

which we aid not yet at liberty u» publish -iu
regard to swindles connected with our naval
expeditious, should prove true, we have strong
Lopes that, before long, the matters will be in

vestigated, and the perpetrators will be di»
covered, brought to trial and deservedly oon
demnod on charges of swindling and staoeaale
wont.

ThS CoNKKDKltvi'K CURRKNCT..We have TO

ceived a couple of specimens of the brown
paper shin pi asters now ourrent in the so-oalled
Southern confederacy, and we give foe timilet
of them for the benefit of our renders*:.

Poktmouth. v* v|j on utb,lMl w

> rjKBOWT/iJll Ji e>K^ i

t TSNCRNT8. ,

I'*la PajriMMta on l*po«it« at ltu> t
lDKVaMOUTH SAVINGS KUND SOCWrr

OaoaoR 11. Uain, Onsliiar |

j£! Noinxji, v*., jwiary 1,istm j
>° thw pamilt orockrt wore. [

t« Catbartna *trs»t. a*>ova Opto c
El Will pegr PireTSete to Bearer, when i>r»aeated ia |

i sum* of Itftp OouU or it* multiple. (I j. a. warraosAi>. j
It m ia sjuh trip)i as *1>U tbjvt jjm^lj

change of the confederacy u made. No wondei
that we hare constant reports of refusals to re*
enlist in the rebel army; for the soldiers are

paid in such money as these shinplasters, and
are in no hurry to do double sorrice for such
pay. With these specimens before us, we can
better appreciate the patriotism of that rebel
regiment of Mississippians who, it Is said, tors
up the notes handed to thorn, declaring that
they did not fight for money; for suoh uioney
they doubtless meant; and tearing it up was
about the best thing they could do with it.
The opponents of our issue of Treasury

notes contend that they will degrade our

currency to the same level as that of the
South. On the contrary, when the Tat
bill is passed, and the government is thus
enabled to pay promptly ia specio the intereston its bonds, our national notes will
have a firm specie basis, and be more reliable
than those of any of our banks. Thus far there
has been no noticeable deficiency of specie at
the North; and, if there should be any, Post
Office stamps Would be a far better substitute
for small change than these shinplasters.

Jeff. Diva and His Flag op Truch..It is
stated that the flag of truce from Jeff. Davis
the other day covered a notice and a warning
to the government at Washington that if Gea.
Halleck should proceed to the execution of any
of the convicted rebel bridgeburuers of Mis-
ouri, as ha baa promised, Jetr. Davis will retaliate

by the hanging or Col. Corcoran cod some
others of our brave soldiers now held by tba
rebels as prisoners of war. One would suppose
from this that the rebel leaders regard tbe killingbridgetan-ners as an outrageous act of bar
barity; but thair own acts are against them, la
East Tennessee they have applied the penalty
of death by hanging to perhaps not less than w
score of Union men, charged! with or suspeoted
of the crime of bridgebnrning, and some of
these victims they have hung up in chains, aftsi
the barbarous English fashion of two hundred
years ago. Gen. Halleck, ou tbe other hand'
has given a fair trial to the rebel bridgebura
err of Missouri in hfs hands, according to the
rules, articles and laws of war, and, as these
men have bean found guilty, they are to be shot.
The insolence, therefore, of Jeff. Dbvis, with

his threats of retaliation-ageinst regular prisonersof war, for the legtrl' military pumshmeot
of spies and incendiaries, is without a shadow
of justification. President Lincoln would hare
the same excuse for the hanging of some-»f tbe
North Carolina rebel soldiers held as prisoners
of war in' Fork Warren, in retaliation for the
nummary and barburous execution of Union
men in East Tennessee, accused of bridgeburningin order t» break off the railroad oominanicutionsof the rebel armies in that quarter. Thie
threat of JefT Davis, however, is in keeping
with the savage instructions of Cobb and
Toombs to the women and children of Georgia,
to burn their own houses over their heads, aad
their goods and means of subsistence, ancf retreaiinto the swamps to perish, in order that
our advancing armies may be " invited into-a
desert more terrible than .Sahara.'' When a

gang of rebellious conspirators are driven'to
such extremities if becomes evident to all the
world that their reign of presumption, folly
end ferocity is drawing to an ignominious end.

Thk French Princes..1The recent visit, at
the Cornte de Paris and the Due de Chartres to

Niagara bus given rise to the idea that they
are about to quit ibis country. The fact of
their going there at this season of the year, insteadof iu summer, suggested the notion that
the visit was one that could not be delayedThisimpression is a mistaken one. The Princes
went to Niagara simply because they wauled to
see the Falls under the imposing aspect of
winter. They have no present idea of quitting
the country. Their position in the Army of the
Potomac is one so gratifying to their feelings
that they do not intend to abandon it until the
war comes to a close. They are beloved by
both their superiors and subordinates for their
strict attention to their duties, their kind and
courteous demeanor and theii gallantry of

bearing. No men in the army a.-e more anxious
to see active service or to tlesh their swords iu
the cause of the Union. The Due de Chartres
distinguished himself during the Italian war

by his personal bravery and modest, unassumingdemeanor. Sines the two brothers have
been serving with the Army of the Potomac
the sane qualities have invariably distinguished
their conduct. We are greatly mistaken if tb»
sympathy of these yomg Princes with the
cause of freedom, both here and abroad, dve*
not one day restore them to the position forfeitedby the weakm #s of their graudfathe.

The Condition or the Streets. -W* are sorry
to sec that the warning of tbe Mayor, to ttie effect
that it the contractor tailed in keeping the
street! clean, according to the terms of his con
tract, the amount whith would be otherwise
due to him would not be paid, has producedm
effeot. Tbe accumulations of ice ami suow and
slush In ilM» puiMic innioiigmai** are mirnu.

and the attempts mi'U at cleaning are mtre

mockeries. We eoggeet that if Mr. Hackley i*

not rtl^e to act in accordance with his promises
some new contract with some new party sh-mld
ho made inimediately. Our streets in their pre
Hvnt state are a disgrace to the city, and it in
high time that the Corporation abonld waive all
ceremony, and come to the point at once as re

gards the ilaokley contr *ot. In any other coun
tiy such neglect ol « spc iflod ntip .lutlon would
not »>e tolcUtted fryr a motu ', .'id t.ho > )», ^


